
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Casa Tranquila  

Live Simply. Rent an Oceanview Home. 
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Dear Guests,  

Welcome to Casa Tranquila.  At Casa Tranquila, we offer a deep appreciation for 

open space, wildlife, the sea, preserving the culture and history of Nicaragua and offering 

training in the services industry to the people of our community. 

We are at your service so that your stay may be pleasurable and fun.  In this guide, you 

will find all the necessary information to help make the most your visit and all that San 

Juan del Sur has to offer.  We offer concierge service and casual luxury with attention to 

detail in every area.  Please do not hesitate to call on us to help you plan activities or to 

let us know what we can do to improve your stay. 

The office at the front gate of Balcones at Majagual has a phone and log book where 

you can leave a question or message at any time of day or night.  If you reserved your stay 

through a concierge or real estate agent ð they are also available to answer questions.   

¶ Balcones Front Gate:  The maids, gardeners, pool staff and security guards 

within Balcones at Majagual speak only Spanish, but will contact the 

Security Supervisor  to investigate any issue you report.    

¶ Amadeo Rugama, head of Balcones Security and Balcones Property 

Manager:  8809-1348 or 2568-2222.  Amadeo speaks Spanish and some 

English.                                             

security@balconesatmajagual.com 

¶ Gabby Castillo, Concierge :  8882-2462 or 1-305-914-6690.   Gabby 

speaks both English and Spanish fluently ð leave a message if no answer 

concierge@balconesatmajagual.com 

¶ The Balcones at Majagual on-site Property Management Team 

info@balconesatmajagual.com 

 

mailto:security@balconesatmajagual.com
mailto:concierge@balconesatmajagual.com
mailto:info@balconesatmajagual.com
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Outside Casa Tranquila  

A brief history of San Juan del Sur 

The small coastal town of San Juan del Sur became famous throughout the Americas 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ƎƻƭŘ ǊǳǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŀƴ 
Juan del Sur today were stagecoach trails and railway beds built by Cornelius Vanderbilt 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎΦ  {ŀƴ Wǳŀƴ ŘŜƭ {ǳǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǊǘ ǘƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ƎƻƭŘ 
and other supplies.  It was famous for a short time as the shortest route to California 
from the East Coast of the United States - before the completion of the Transcontinental 
Railway in the US.  It is estimated that 100,000 travelers passed through San Juan del 
Sur on their way to California at the beginning of the gold rush. 
 

The area around San Juan del Sur, Lake 
Nicaragua and the Rio San Juan were also 
well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎ ŀǎ ŀ 
primary site for the trans-American Canal 
project, known today as the Panama Canal.  
Bad-luck, false reports of a volcanic eruption, 
a civil war and an invasion by a US filibuster 
William Walker persuaded the US Congress to 
vote to build the Panama Canal in what was 
then a remote province of Columbia. 
 

We encourage you to learn more about the long history of relations between the US and 
Nicaragua.  We ōŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǎŎhool:  US filibuster 
William Walker invaded Nicaragua and held the presidency of the Republic 
of Nicaragua from 1856 to 1857.  The Iran Contra Affair really did happen and was an 
arms-for-hostages scheme, in which members of the US executive branch sold weapons 
to Iran in exchange for the release of the American hostages. Oliver North, of the 
National Security Council, in late 1985, diverted a portion of the proceeds from the 
weapon sales to fund anti-Sandinista forces, or Contras, in Nicaragua.  That civil war, 
funded in large part by the US, resulted in the flight of many upper and middle income 
professionals and the destruction of the economy and infrastructure of Nicaragua ς 
previously the breadbasket of Latin America. 
 
The town of San Juan del Sur is built around a beautiful half-moon bay now dotted with 
yachts, sailboats and fishing boats.  San Juan del Sur has shifted again from a quiet 
fishing village to become one of the premier tourist destinations in Nicaragua.  The town 
and the surrounding coastline feature some of the best beaches, surfing and fishing in 
the world. 
 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicaragua
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Geography and climate 

Nicaragua is the largest country in Central America, and 
is approximately the size of New York State.  
NicknŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ±ƻƭŎŀƴƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ŀƪŜǎέΣ ǘƘŜ 
country is characterized by two great lakes and a chain 
of magnificent volcanoes. 
 
In 2008 the population was almost 6 million and 
growing rapidly.  The population of San Juan del Sur is 
less than 20,000. 
 
bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мм ŀƴŘ мр ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƭŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳŀǘƻǊ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
country a predominantly tropical climate with equal hours of daylight and darkness 
throughout the year and two seasons:  rainy and dry.  The rainy season usually lasts 
from May through November.  The dry season occurs from December through April.  
During December the weather is most temperate.  The hottest months are April & May. 

Plant and animal life 

bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΩǎ Ǌŀƛƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƴƎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ  hǾŜǊ тлл 
species of birds exist in the country.  In the San Juan del Sur area there are many species 
of birds, sloths, iguanas, monkeys and other animals.   
 

Howler monkeys are common, and in the mornings 
you can hear their loud howls in the jungle north 
and east of your villa.   The landscaping at Palermo 
Hotel and Resort is lush and tropical.  We grow 
many species native to the area around San Juan 
del Sur, as well as species native to other parts of 
Nicaragua.  Try your hand at identifying plant and 
animal species new to you!   
 

Both to the north and to the south of San Juan de Sur you can find pristine beaches 
enclosed by tree-covered hills that give each beach a unique and private setting.  One of 
the most impressive ways of watching this magnificent coastline is by taking a sunset 
cruise along the coast.  You can see the beautiful, hidden bays pass by along the ride, 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎt mammals during the ride.  Whales are 
regularly seen during the dry season, migrating along the coast!  Dolphins, flying fish and 
turtles (turtles mostly during the rainy season) are also commonly seen from the boats. 



6 March 2010 Casa Tranquila Guide  Page 6 

Balcones at Majagual and eco-tourism 

Balcones at Majagual Eco-Resort, Morgan's Rock Eco-Lodge and Villas de Palermo are 
part of a full-scale tree farming, reforestation and conservation project that extends 
over thousands of hectares. Over the past four years the owners have planted almost 
1.5 million trees (both native hardwood and fruit) and have roughly a thousand hectares 
of primary forest under conservation.  Formerly extinct animal species are being 
reintroduced into the private reserve and existing animal populations have been 
successfully protected from hunters. This area is home to some of Latin America's finest 
tourism operations providing guests with the opportunity to learn about protecting, 
preserving and improving our local environment. 
 

²Ŝ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōȅΧ 
 
Practicing responsible eco-tourism by:  
 

¶ Utilizing tourism to generate a reason and momentum to protect endangered 
primary forest wilderness. 

¶ Educating and motivating guests to 
become actively involved in conservation, 
education and forest preservation.  

¶ Creating sustainable projects to help the 
local community by offering employment 
and education.  

¶ Supporting reforestation on our 
properties.  

¶ Protecting wildlife and reintroducing 
nearly extinct animal species into the private reserves.  

 

Practicing responsible eco-tourism by ensuring that: 
 

¶ Much of the furniture in the homes (beds, desks, chairs, etc.) is made by artisans 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘ άŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
Nicaragua after Hurricane Mitch in 1998.  

¶ Much of the stone and other materials are from the local quarries to avoid long-
distance transportation.  

¶ Construction accommodated existing slopes and mature trees and demanded 
minimal earth movement and environmental disruption.  

¶ Wherever possible, centralized wastewater treatment was installed. Treated 
water is reused for irrigation. Only aseptic waste is returned to the soil.  
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With other hotels and resorts in San Juan del Sur, we do the following:  
 

¶ Protect a significant amount of lowland tropical dry forest by creating private 
nature reserves.  

¶ Reduce illegal logging and hunting activities by reporting trespassers to the local 
authorities and press. Support the local authorities 
with contributions to increase night-time patrols.  

¶ Enrich the existing forest by reintroducing previously 
logged hardwood trees, vital for restoring the flora 
and fauna.  

¶ Reintroduce almost extinguished species of iguana, 
toucans and scarlet macaws into the area. 

¶ Protect and monitor sea turtles nesting on the 
beaches north and south of San Juan del Sur.  

¶ Employ people from the local community, focusing on education and training as 
the two main goals.  

¶ Purchase materials from certified, legal logging activities.  

¶ Control erosion through appropriate landscaping and 
construction techniques.  

¶ Hire local staff, drivers and tour guides to inform 
guests of native customs and cross-cultural issues 
and improve their English-language skills.  

¶ Create a model recycling project and support 
recycling at the San Juan del Sur trash collection 
siteτpractices currently unknown in the rest of 
Nicaragua.  

¶ Minimize usage of plastic and non-returnable containers.  

¶ Support international, student-intern programs, for 
tourism students in Nicaragua needing to complete 
an in-service graduation requirement.  

¶ Support local schools and the mobile library that 
brings books to schools.  

¶ Establish a support network with the local 
community of San Juan del Sur for improving 
infrastructure, such as roads, waste-treatment, 
electricity, water, security, etc. 
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At Balcones at Majagual and Casa Tranquila, you will live with:  
 

¶ Trees partially blocking your views of the ocean as we train trees to grow taller 
and trim lower branches to redevelop our ocean views from under a living forest 
canopy.  

¶ Tree limbs making rustling noises as they 
brush against your walls at night, while 
we encourage the forest canopy to cover 
our roofs to decrease the impact of sun 
heating our homes. 

¶ Howler monkeys waking you in the 
morning with their boisterous growling at 
sunrise and entertaining you with the 
same noises at the start of each rain 
shower. 

¶ Wi-Fi and cell phones, not land-lines, as we reduce the impact of our 
infrastructure on our landscaping.  Remember, you may ask any employee to 
radio the front gate for assistance. 

¶ A certain amount of dark - we install outdoor down-lighting in key areas to 
improve security, but we try not to disturb or discourage visits from local, 
nocturnal wildlife. 

¶ The occasional warm beer in your refrigerator, as we limit usage of generators to 
reduce diesel and noise pollution.  The refrigerator in Casa Tranquila is protected 
from disruptions in local power.   

¶ Solar hot water, as we reduce our energy consumption. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Limited cleaning products and lots of vinegar used to clean naturally.  

¶ Sheets and towels washed only on request to reduce our water consumption 
and water pollution from excess detergents. 

¶ Insecticides applied only as needed to control pests inside homes. 
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Balcones Map and Master Plan 
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Nicaraguaôs Pacific coast 

Balcones at Majagual is located about an hour drive from the Costa Rican border in the 
lush Pacific coastal 
region of Nicaragua.  
We are nestled among 
abundant flora and 
fauna on rolling hills 
overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean, one kilometer 
east of the center of 
San Juan Del Sur.  This 
area, also known as 
NicŀǊŀƎǳŀΩǎ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ 
Riviera, borders Costa 
Rica and the Pacific 
hŎŜŀƴΦ  ±ƛƭƭŀǎ ŘŜ tŀƭŜǊƳƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΩǎ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wƛǾƛŜǊŀΣ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
community dedicated to both preserving and enjoying this special part of the world and 
repairing the impact of our construction phase. 

Casa Tranquila offers privacy and luxury amidst an exotic, tropical landscape with 
panoramic vistas of the Pacific Ocean. We love flowering trees and plants, monkeys, 
swimming, dining poolside, tropical forests, and especially our sunsets. Yet, our 
proximity to the lively beach town of San Juan del Sur allows for markets, restaurants, 
bars, casinos and entertainment, all day and all night.  

Having arrived at Casa Tranquila you are very 
near to the town and surf beaches north of San 
Juan del Sur.   

However, if you are looking for a casual day of 
shopping or a night of bar hopping, we suggest 
exploring the town of San Juan del Sur. 
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Swimming and surfing beaches north of town 

Depending upon the season and road condition, this 8 
to 10 kilometer drive may take 30-45 minutes by car 
from San Juan del Sur ς but you are already here at Casa 
Tranquila!  During rainy season, mud, steep hills and 
flooded rivers may make the way impassable at times. 
We recommend a high-clearance 4 x 4 vehicle 
(regardless of what you hear in town) or you may not 
reach this area in the rainy season! 
 
At all beaches, keep a watch for tidal rip currents and be 
mindful of your own capabilities as a swimmer. 

 

Playa Majagual 

To find the entrance, drive out of the front gate of Balcones at Majagual and turn left.  
Continue a couple of kilometers where you will drive along a yellow stucco wall on your 
right.  Pass the gated entrance in the yellow wall. When you reach the corner of the 
walled property, turn right. Drive to the end of the road, park and walk along the wall on 
a small path until you reach the beach. 

This is one of the usual destination for the 
water taxis that offer transportation by 
boat from San Juan del Sur to the beaches 
north of town. 

Majagual is a great beach for an afternoon 
of swimming or kayaking, as the surf is 
often calmer than the other beaches in 
this area.  

Majagual was once home to an Australian- 
owned budget hotel that catered to back-
ǇŀŎƪŜǊǎΦ aŀƴȅ ƎǳƛŘŜōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ restaurant, but this restaurant no 
longer exists. Now, like so many places along the southern Pacific coast, a high-end 
development is evolving behind tall walls and the landscaping is being extended right 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǘƛŘŜ ƭƛƴŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ aajagual make sure to bring a cooler and 
picnic snacks or plan to lunch at one of the palapa bars along the road near the beach.   
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Los Playones (or Playa San Lorenzo ) 

Los Playones is the beach at the end of the private road to the beach inside Balcones at 
Majagual.  It is located just south of Majagual.  There is private gated parking for 
.ŀƭŎƻƴŜǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ  tƭŀȅŀ [ƻǎ tƭŀȅƻƴŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άtƛǘŀȅŀ .ŀȅŀέ 
near Casa Pierson. 

The beach at Playones is not as gently sloping as Majagual so the surf is a little rougher. 
There are several reefs 
surrounding the outer parts of 
this beach so it is not uncommon 
to find people snorkeling or using 
harpoons to catch fresh fish. This 
beach has a magnificent cliff on 
its north side that creates 
wonderful shade on the beach in 
the afternoons. 

Playones is home to Balcones at 
Majagual 

www.balconesatmajagual.com, a community or eco-friendly homes built by the creators 
ƻŦ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ wƻŎƪ www.morgansrock.com. There is both private and public access to this 
beach.  Park your car near the row of small homes and bed & breakfast establishments 
across from the yellow stucco wall surrounding the development at Playa Majagual. 
There are a couple palapa bars and small bed and breakfast establishments along the 
road to Playa Majagual that serve meals to walk-in customers. 

Playa Maderas 

Maderas is probably the best-known beach 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴ Wǳŀƴ ŘŜƭ {ǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
just south of Playa Los Playones. You may 
walk along the sand to Maderas from Playa 
Los Playones.   If you are driving, you may 
choose to access Playa Maderas from the 
road to Marsella.  After turning off La 
Chocolata road and driving through the 
riverbed, take the left road at the fork 
(where the right fork leads to Balcones at Majagual, aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ wƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ tƭŀȅŀ aŀƧŀƎǳŀƭΦύ   

¢Ƙƛǎ ōŜŀŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳǊŦŜǊΩǎ ǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΣ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǎǳǊŦ breaks in 
Nicaragua.  There is a fish taco stand and surf shack on the beach that serves casual 
meals and cold beers all day long. This beach attracts everyone from pro surfers to 
beginners as well as people just looking for a place to relax. 

http://www.balconesatmajagual.com/
http://www.morgansrock.com/
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For surfing, the beach is almost always crowded in the afternoon. If you dream of 
ƻǿƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿŀǾŜ ŀǘ aŀŘŜǊŀǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
sunrise! People from all over the world visit Maderas making it a great place to meet 
well traveled people. 

All three beaches Maderas, Playones, and Majagual are connected and can be accessed 
by foot. 

There are infrequent threats to tourists walking or driving near Playas Maderas and 
Majagual in the dusk, so plan to return to Villas de Palermo before dark. As with all 
remote areas around San Juan del Sur, be mindful of your surroundings and do not 
display large amounts of cash, expensive jewelry or other items. If you are confronted 
by someone demanding your valuables, hand them over and return to the Villas. Our 
staff will assist you in dealing with the police and other issues. 

 

Playa Marsella  

Marsella is the beach south of Maderas.  Usually a 20-minute drive from San Juan del 
Sur. After turning off La Chocolata road and driving through the riverbed, take the left 

road at the fork (where the right 
ŦƻǊƪ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ wƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
Playa Majagual).   

During the dry season, Playa 
Marsella can usually be accessed 
without a 4 X 4 vehicle. This is the 
usual destination for the surf 
busses that offer transportation 
from San Juan del Sur to the 
beaches north of town several 
times a day. It is only about a 
kilometer long making it one of the 

smallest beaches in San Juan del Sur.  Marsella is characterized by a large rock formation 
located on its south end. Offering a gentle slope towards the ocean, Marsella is an 
attractive spot for swimming and kayaking.   

The road to Marsella is home to Mango Rosa with gringo-style restaurant, happy hour 
and often live music.   
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Restaurants in San Juan del Sur 

Terraza de Palermo, at Palermo Hotel & Resort in Villas de Palermo 
 
Palermo Hotel & Resort serves a wide-range of local and continental dishes from 
weekend parrillada (BBQ) to hamburgers and 
filet mignon.  Terraza de Palermo is open to the 
public for breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.  Ask 
about daily specials and check out the full menu 
at the end of this book.  The restaurant offers 
both air-conditioned and outdoor, poolside 
dining. Poolside bar offers sweeping sunset 
views and άIŀǇǇȅ IƻǳǊέ with 2 for 1 drinks and 
free appetizers Monday ς Friday 5-8PM. Healthy 
and vegetarian entrees available at each meal.   
A la carte and entrée selections from US $1 - 
$15. 
 
Purified ice and room service are available. 
 
Bambu Beach Club ς PalermƻΩǎ in-town Beach Club 
 
9ǊƛŎ DŀōǊƛŜƭ ƻǇŜƴǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ м ŀƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ tŀƴƛƴƛΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛȊȊŀǎΦ 

.ŀƳōǳΩǎ ƳŜƴǳ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ 
and Asia while maintaining a distinct 
Nicaraguan feel. The club has a pool and 
beach bar with movie nights on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Check the schedule on Facebook.  

Bambu is located at the northern end of the beach in San Juan del Sur.  Take care if 
walking after dark. 
 
El Colibri 

 

Mary Jane serves up delicious Mediterranean-inspired 
cuisine in a colorful garden setting offering diverse 
menu options and specials including homemade 
falafel, kabobs, fish entrees and great sangria. Open 
Wednesday thru Sunday, 6pm until 10pm. Cash only.  
Located behind the cathedral. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.thebambubeachclub.com/
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El Gato Negro 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ town to grab a bagel or 
breakfast sandwich.  Coffee shop, café, and book 
store serving private-label organic coffee roasted 
onsite, espresso, bagels, sandwiches, fresh juices 
and daily specials.  Open daily from 7:30am to 
3pm. Located on the main road into town. 1.5 
blocks east of El Timon. 
 
The Market 
 
This is cheapest place to eat in San Juan del Sur.  
Breakfast starts at around $2 and lunch at about 
$4. There are several vendors inside the market 
and they are always ready to serve up a hot plate 
of traditional Nicaraguan food.  Stock up on fresh 
fruits and vegetables from the market ladies after 
your meal. 
 
aŀǳǊƛŎƛƻΩǎ tƛȊȊŜǊƛŀ 
 
Serving some of the best authentic and homemade Italian pizza in town and also 
offering fresh pasta, meats, fish, and salad.  Dinner only.  Located just west of the park.  
 
El Rinconcito Mexicano 

 
Just above the basketball court along the Malecón 
you will find this small Mexican place that offers 
some of the best grub in town.  The taco familiar 
serves 8 people for the price of two with enough 
chicken, beef, pork, peppers, onions, and cheese to 
fill up the whole family.  The house specialty is 
ŎƘƛƭŀǉǳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǘǊȅ ǘƘŜƳΗ  
Open for lunch around noon, kitchen closes at 9pm. 
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El Pozo 
 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ŦƛƭŜǘ mignon is legendary in San Juan del Sur.  I 
order it with mashed potatoes and broccoli ς no matter 
what is listed on his menu!  An eclectic American bistro 
serving cuisine made with fresh local Nicaraguan 
ingredients in a stylish, contemporary setting with a full 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōŀǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ {ŀƴ Wǳŀƴ ŘŜƭ {ǳǊ ŀƴŘ 
recall your last meal in San Francisco or Seattle. Special 
sushi menu every Sunday. Open 6-11 pm, Wednesday-
Monday. Located near the central market. 
 
El Timon 
 

If you are looking for typical Nicaraguan cuisine with your 
toes almost in the sand, this is the spot. El Timon, meaning 
άǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƳέ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
town, directly on the beach. The landmark restaurant has 
survived tsunamis and been around so long it is used as the 
central point in describing addresses in the area. The 
specialty is seafood.  My husband always eats the fish 
fingers for lunch.  My favorite lunch is the Shrimp Ceviche 
dumped over a plate of hot rice and for dinner I love fresh 

fish with jalapeno sauce. 
 

La Cascada and La Canoa at Pelican Eyes  

Recently under new management.  Previously serving breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  
Choices include 
hamburgers, steak, 
lamb, fish, stir fry, pizza, 
green salads, soups, 
sandwiches, etc. Happy 

Hour every Wednesday and Friday 5-8pm. Located on the hill on the eastern side of 
town up past the cathedral.  Our friends from Managua say the hamburgers are the best 
in Nicaragua. 

Restaurants open and close each season, so let us know about your favorites, and we 
will share your suggestions with future guests. 
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Inside Casa Tranquila and Balcones at Majagual 

Balcones at Majagual legal structure and ownership 

Balcones at Majagual is a community of eleven homes owned by individual retirees and 
investors from all over the world.  Each home is separately owned along with the lot 
that it occupies.  If you are interested in learning more our community or about owning 
a home in Balcones at Majagual, please contact forsale@balconesatmajagual.com  or 
check out www.balconesatmajagual.com/forsale.asp   There are usually one or two 
home or lots for sale in our community.  

Useful information and suggestions 

We hope you will feel at home in Casa Tranquila.  If you would like help with grocery 
shopping or decide to try some organic, Nicaraguan coffee please ask the concierge.  We 
will guide you around the local markets, the small shops in San Juan del Sur or the local 
grocery store and help with your shopping.   
 
Here are some additional suggestions we thought might make your stay a little more 
comfortable. 
 
Unless you have a large group and have specifically rented the studio building at the 
lowest point of the property, it will be used by the uniformed security guards patrolling 
the Balcones property.  They will use the kitchen in this building to recharge flashlights, 
radios and sometimes prepare food.  They will have access to the shower and bathroom 
inside.  

Valuables ς Please be discrete with your valuables and do not leave cash in plain sight.  
There is a lockable, metal tool box bolted to the closet in the master bedroom.  Please 
bring a small lock and secure your cash, cameras, iPods, etc. while you are exploring the 
neighborhood or away from the house.  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻŎƪΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǎƪ the 
concierge.  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƳǇǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ  hǳǊ ǎǇŀǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
salary in Nicaragua. 

Internet access ς Casa Tranquila has a private Wi-Fi network with a direct connection to 
a tower in San Juan del Sur. You will see the networƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀǎ ά.ŜƭƪƛƴέΦ  You 
do not need a password to connect. 

Electrical power ς Casa Tranquila has a battery backup system that seamlessly transition 
between electrical power delivered by Nicaraguan power grid and power stored in 
batteries on-site to power the refrigerator, lights and fans.  You may notice the lights 
brighten when the system shifts to running on batteries, because the voltage delivered 
from the Nicaraguan power grid is less than that of the backup systems. The backup 
system covers the main building, master bedroom and guest bedrooms. The small 

mailto:forsale@balconesatmajagual.com
http://www.balconesatmajagual.com/forsale.asp
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studio building does not have power if the Nicaraguan power grid is down.  If you are 
careful with your use of electricity while running on batteries, you will be able to use 
lights and fans for at least 48 hours without power from the Nicaraguan power grid.  The 
inverters start a loud beeping or tone when there are too many electrical things 
running.  If you hear this loud beeping, please turn off something.  When running on 
batteries, there will be no power available to the pool pump or large spot lights.   

If you have questions or suspect any problems with the power systems, please call the 
Balcones Front Gate and do not try to investigate a solution on your own.  Any security 
ƎǳŀǊŘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŀŘƛƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƎŀǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Nicaraguan cell phone network.  When the Nicaraguan power grid fails, a Balcones 
guard may come to the front door to ask to check the batteries in the main building and 
may let you know what time the power is expected to return. 

Please remember to turn off lights and fans when you are not using them, as electrical 
power is very expensive in Nicaragua and the rates increase dramatically with higher 
usage. 

Water in the kitchen ς The kitchen faucet is a Grohe faucet that is turned on by pushing 
the handle on the left down.  Hot water is accessed by pulling the lever to the front and 
cold water is accessed by pushing the lever to the rear.  The hot water is fed from the 
solar tank at the base of the property and may take several minutes to reach the 
kitchen. The faucet on the left dispenses water purified by reverse-osmosis water at the 
sink and feeds the cold water dispenser in the refrigerator and the icemaker. You will 
want to use reverse-osmosis water for drinking, cooking and making hot beverages. 

Stove top burners ς The stoves in both kitchens run on propane delivered from the area 
where the laundry machines are located.  The electric starters will work when there is 
power, and you will need to use a match or lighter when the power has failed.  

Wall oven in the kitchen ς The wall oven and broiler in the kitchen run on propane 
delivered from the area where the laundry machines are located.  To turn on the oven, 
ǇǊŜǎǎ άhǾŜƴ ¢ŜƳǇέΤ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇ ƻǊ Řƻǿƴ ŀǊǊƻǿǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ 
ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ άhǾŜƴ ¢ŜƳǇέ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ   It may take 2-3 minutes for the glow plug in the broiler 
to heat up, start the flow of gas and light the gas.  This is normal operation.  When you 
start the oven, keep it lit until you are done with it for the meal.  The oven may not 
relight when it is still hot.  If the voltage from the Nicaraguan power grid is very low, the 
oven may not light.  However, you can always use the convection oven feature in the 
microwave or the outdoor BBQ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƻǾŜƴΦ 

Refrigerators - Please ensure that both French doors are fully closed for the refrigerator 
in main kitchen.  There is no alarm to let you know a door is ajar. The ice maker is in the 
bottom mounted freezer compartment and is automatic.  It will constantly refill the ice 
cube tray as long as the narrow wire extending to the right from the ice maker is pushed 
down. Do not change settings for refrigerator or freezer. 




